
Verbals  

1.  Gerunds 

A verbal is a word formed from a verb but functioning as a different part of speech. 

A gerund is a verbal ending in -ing that functions as a noun. 

Like an ordinary single-word noun, a gerund may be used as a 
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    DIRECT OBJECT 

         

  

    RETAINED OBJECT      
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    SUBJECTIVE COMPLEMENT 

         

  

    OBJECT OF PREPOSITION        
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      APPOSITIVE 

        

  

    DELAYED APPOSITIVE   

        In the example below, the gerund phrase renames the subject, this. 
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NOTE:  Do not confuse gerunds with verbs (predicates) in the progressive tense. 

    GERUND    

         

    

    PREDICATE VERB 

         

    Even though is cooking and was scratching end in -ing, they are not gerunds 
because they are used as predicate verbs, not as nouns. 

  


